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News & Notes
Wounded Warriors Donation 

Check Presentation 
Longhorn Region of PCA presented their annual check to 
the Warrior and Family Support Center in July. The $3500 
we gave them this year are the proceeds we raised at Fiesta 
Challenge. This donation tied the amount for our largest 

donation to this cause in the past 4 years.

Pictured on the left is Don Faerber, General Manager 
of Porsche of San Antonio (the title sponsors of Fiesta 

Challenge). Next to him is a volunteer at the center, next is 
Judith Markelz, Facility Director and on the far right some 

old bald guy (aka your favorite President, Jack Merrill).
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2014 Longhorn Leadership

Jack Merrell, President
830-303-3640 | president@longhornpca.org

Ron McAtee, Past President
210-654-6639 | membership@longhornpca.org

John Berry, Vice-President
210-262-4993 | vp@longhornpca.org

Marcus Henning, Secretary
512-619-1552 | secretary@longhornpca.org

Jim Hamilton, Treasurer
210-326-0049 | treasurer@longhornpca.org

RJ Wilmoth, Historian
210-241-4382 | historian@longhornpca.org

Steve Greentree, Webmaster
210-775-6083 | webmaster@longhornpca.org

Holly Sanders, RoundUp Editor
210-380-8309 | editor@longhornpca.org



 
www.longhornpca.org

Roundup is published six times per year by the Longhorn Region of the 
Porsche Club of America. Submission deadline is the 15th of the month 
prior to the issue month. Opinions expressed herein are strictly those of the 
authors and are not endorsed by the Longhorn Region or Porsche Club of 
America. PCA regions may reproduce articles from Roundup with proper 
credit. Longhorn Region board approval is required for any other use of 
materials. Porsche®, the Porsche crest®, CARRERA® and TARGA® are 
trademarks of Porsche AG. 

Forward all publication submissions or to reserve advertising space 
please contact the Editor, Holly Sanders at 210.380.8309 or email to: 

editor@longhornpca.org.
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Jack’s Corner

For those that did not attend, the 59th 
Porsche Parade in Monterey, California, 

it was nothing short of FANTASTIC.  What 
a wonderful setting and the largest number 
of registrants in the history of PCA.  We are 
now only eight months away from registra-
tion for next years Parade in French Lick In-
diana. Before you say “ug” where is French 
Lick and why Indiana, you might want to 
look at the fantastic resort that will be host, 
the great Kentucky roads to drive AND the 
fact it will be the 60th Parade.

Speaking of Parade, members of Longhorn Re-
gion did very well winning trophies in all the 
competitive events, the art show and the Parade 
for Kids RC model car races. Read more about 
the successes of your fellow member later in this 
issue, but congratulations to all.

[ By:  J ac k M e r r e l l , 
lo n g h o r n r eg i o n Pr e si d e n t ] 
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July is almost over so there must 
be cooler weather ahead to accom-
pany our fall activities. We will 
kick off with a drive in late August, 
a track day in late September, the 
potluck picnic the first Saturday 
in October and autocrosses in late 
October and early November. Add 
to that monthly meetings and the 
Wednesday lunches and I think we 
have something for everyone.  Not 
a Longhorn event specifically, but 
the Tudor World Sports Car Chal-
lenge will be at COTA the 19-21 
of September and there will be a 
“Porsche Platz”, hopefully as was 
last year at the top of the hill in turn 
one.  Come join you fellow Porsche 
members for a fun weekend. 

As I mentioned last month it is 
also time to be thinking about who, 
you the membership, want on the 
board for next year. If you are will-
ing to step up and serve please let 
me know.

Lastly, it is always sad to say good-
bye but we must at times. David 
and Amy Campbell are leaving us 
for the Washington DC area. Both 
have been active members in Long-
horn Region and in fact you might 
say a Porsche is what introduced 
them. We wish them the best and 
there will always be a place for 
them in Longhorn Region.

That’s about it for this month, stay 
cool, drive safe and hope to see 
each and every one of you at up-
coming events.

Jack’s Corner

LH



938 N LOOP 1604 WEST 
210.494.3371

HOULIHANS.COM
     /HOULIHANSSANANTONIO

Enjoy craveable lighter fare items 
from our Specials menu — each 
under 590 calories — available for  
a limited time only.

LEMON & HERB GRILLED CHICKEN (CAL 550)

MISO GRILLED SALMON (CAL 540) 

RICE NOODLE SALAD WITH GINGER-SOY  
TOP SIRLOIN (CAL 590)

KEY LIME MOUSSE (CAL 420) 

CHOCOLATE MOUSSE (CAL 410) 

COCO BASIL FUSION (CAL 140)

X-RATED MOSCATO MARTINI (CAL 140)

We hope to see you soon!

MISO GRILLED SALMON (CAL 540)  
miso-marinated salmon over stir-fried quinoa  
with steamed edamame



First of all, I’d like to apologize for not writing my 
(super amazing) article in the last issue. I was in 
the process of moving cities! That’s right, I am now 
a resident of our capital city, Austin, TX! After 11 
years of living in San Antonio, I decided to say 
goodbye to the Alamo City and seek my fortunes 
elsewhere. When I received my job offer to teach 
4th grade in Round Rock ISD in May, I immediately 
told my Dad…. And no joke, his first question was 
“Well are you going to stay in the Longhorn Region? 
Who will do the newsletter?” 

Well have no fear fellow Porsche People, I am here 
to stay with ya’ll!!  

So needless to say, my summer has not been the 
relaxing and stress-free summer I had envisioned. 
But now that I am settled in and school is about to 
start, I am ready for some racing!! Is it October yet? 
I am certainly looking forward to the upcoming 
autocrosses this fall. It will be extra exciting for me, 
because after a lot of careful brown-nosing, my dad 
has agreed to let me give his yellow Boxster a whirl 
around the track. 

After *cough cough* beating his best time at the 
April autocross, he has been itching for a rematch. 
And after these long hot summer months, fall can’t 
come soon enough for that battle. I had to smooth 
my way into getting him to let me drive his car, but 

Watch out Austin!
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[ By:  h o l ly s a n d e r s, 
lo n g h o r n r o u n d u P  e d i t o r ]

(finally) he agreed. I don’t know if I’ve said it before, 
but I have the greatest dad! 

Now, if you were to go back and look at the score 
sheets, I only beat his time by 0.012 seconds, so I’m 
not going to get too cocky about that. especially 
since he has had more practice than me. But (we 
can all admit) its fun to have a little bit of healthy 
competition in the family!

As we move out of summer and into fall, I am very 
excited for a lot of things… football, cooler weather, 
fall autocrossing and the start of another school 
year,

If you didn’t already know, I have a deep passion for 
education. In 2009 I received my Masters of Arts 
degree in educational Technology. Since then, I 
have made it my personal goal to help bridge the 
technology gap that children coming from lower 
income families face. This year, since moving to 
Austin, I will be working at a low-income school, 
so I have decided to purchase 6 iPad minis for 
my classroom. This will allow my students to use 
them on a daily basis since technology provided 
at our school is scare.  If you’d like to help donate 
to my cause, my 4th graders and I would greatly 
appreciate it! 

http://www.gofundme.com/MsSandersiPadMinis 
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[ By:  g .  f.  ‘M at ’  M at ec ko] 

First of all, a disclaimer --- I’m not an insurance 
expert and am only passing on information that 

seems vetted by a number of others.  My advice is 
‘check your policy’ --- because what I’ve read is 
cautionary.

First the good --- insurance companies maintain 
a common database of stolen and salvaged cars 
though the National Insurance Crime Bureau 
(NICB).   And it’s now available for searches by 
anybody.  So, if you’re looking at a car, and wonder 
if it’s been submerged by a hurricane (or ‘super 
storms’ that aren’t hurricanes but must be named 
by the media) --- or if the car has been pieced 
together from multiple donors --- you can get basic 
information free without going the next step and 
paying for a CarFax (or similar report).  

The free salvage/stolen database is available here:
https://www.nicb.org/theft_and_fraud_awareness/

vincheck

Disclaimer:   NICB’s vINCheck is a free service 
provided to the public to assist in determining 
if a vehicle has been reported as stolen, but not 
recovered, or has been reported as a salvage vehicle 
by cooperating NICB members. To 
perform a search, a vehicle identification 
number (vIN) is required. A maximum 
of five vINCheck searches can be 
conducted within a 24-hour period per 
IP address.

Now the bad --- there have been a lot 
of educated conversations about the 
nature of special insurance for collector/
antique cars.  One person actually sent 
a letter to several insurance companies 
and asked for written explanation 
of coverages in three scenarios:  (1) 
driving to lunch, (2) driving to get a 
loaf of bread, and (3) an overnight drive 

On Insurance...
to a car event where the car would be in a motel 
parking lot while enroute to the event.  Some of the 
companies had cautions on each of the scenarios 
which included --- a drive to a lunch would not 
be covered if it was a business meeting (or a client 
was in the car), an overnight stay in a motel would 
require that the car be locked (sometimes hard to 
do --- my car doesn’t have door handles, much less 
locks).  Many of them cautioned that coverage for 
‘errands’ was outside of the scope of the policy.

The ugly ---  one company stated --- without 
equivocation --- no coverage in a retail parking 
lot for ‘errands’.  While that’s bad if you get in a 
fender bender and need bodywork, it’s the end of 
prosperity if a 4 year old child darts in front of your 
car and you find yourself in court in a legal action 
involving your liability.   You are not covered.   Many 
of the folks I know have gone through a large San 
Antonio company which provides second party 
coverage that included that caveat/restriction on 
the basic ‘collector car’ policy. 

Bottom line --- there are good companies, there are 
good policies, and there are bargains (which might 
not be) --- know which you have.

Insurance Advice

LH
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MOTORSPORTSTidbits
I hope everyone is enjoying their 

summer watching some great 
racing on TV and getting mentally 
ready for our fall driving events.  
This month I want to touch on 
producing faster autocross times. 

Ah you say, that is easy, drive faster. 
Well, yes and no.  Yes, drive faster 
times but not necessarily by having 
your foot further in the throttle and 
the brake.  Driving faster times can also 
mean driving smoother so you are not 
scrubbing off energy, maintaining momentum and 
driving less distance.

Driving smoother keeps the car in balance that 
mean smooth application of both throttle and 
brake as well as avoiding unnecessary steering 
inputs.  Let’s start with braking, which should be 
minimized in autocross, as any speed you bleed off 
you need to get back. If you have to brake for a slow 
turn do it early and with the wheels straight. Slow 
to a speed you can smoothly drive the car through 
the turn and you will then be under control and able 
to apply throttle earlier in the turn (just past the 
apex) and exit the turn accelerating.  Braking too 
late or not enough will cause you to skid through 
the turn, losing more speed, probably taking out a 
few cones and not being able to add throttle until 
well past the apex. 

 Add to this the fault of over steering the car.  You 
can drive most autocrosses, at least the ones we set 
up, with your hands at 3 and 9 on the wheel IF you 
stay ahead of the car.  Now that is not mean that 
your are not constantly making small corrections 
with the wheel but not ones that can be seen from 
the outside as  “course correction” Watch people 
like Yama and Jon Parkoff, they look so smooth as 

the navigate the course quickly. Yet, if you were in 
their car you would observe their hands constantly 
making small corrections on the steering wheel. 
They are working to be precise. 

Precise, this one word defines producing good 
times by driving shorter distances. If you have 
watch as many drivers as I have you will quickly 
note, especially the newer drivers swinging wide 
around cones whereas the more experienced 
drivers will be driving very close to the cones (and 
when they misjudge they hit one) but by getting 
very close they are actually shortening the course 
and thus reducing their times.  Being precise will 
also help you on the track. Watch a good driver 
and you will see that he or she will apex a corner 
within inches of the same spot over and over. 
That is the desire to be precise and thus quick.  
Smooth and precise are two by words that will 
allow you to drive quicker times with less effort. 
Good luck to all and see you at the track event 
in September and the autocrosses in October 
and November.  Remember also if you want to 
autocross every month SASCA ( the San Antonio 
Sports Car Association) holds monthly events at 
Retama Park. The specific information is on their 
website.

[ By:  J ac k  M e r r e l l ,  lo n g h o r n  r eg i o n Pr e si d e n t ] 

LH
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Jones’ Autowerks Inc
11010 Iota Dr, San Antonio, TX, 78217

Jonesautowerks@sbcglobal.net
Phone (210)-657-1111 Specializing in Porsche
Fax (210)-657-4828 service for over 40 years

Bob Jones Bill Jones

Maintenance

Engine & Transmission

Suspension

Race Preparation

Component Service

Brakes

Date Event Location Sponsor
Sep 201-22 DE MSR Maverick
Oct 26-27 Club Race/DE ECR Maverick
Nov 9-10 DE MSR Maverick
TWS = Texas World Speedway College Station ECR = NW of Denton

Hallett = Tulsa, OK MSR Cresson = S of Ft Worth

CVAR = Corinthian Vintage Auto Racing H2R = Harris Hill Road, San Marcos

RGV = Rio Grande Valley airport NPR = No Problem Raceway

Next Longhorn Region Autocross
 Oct 19th Retama Park in Selma
Nov 9th Retama Park in Selma

Next Longhorn High Speed Track Orientation
Sep 28th Harris Hill Road in San Marcos

Next SASCA Autocross  September 15
Check website (www.sasca.org) for 2013 schedule

There are club logo patches that can be ironed-on or sewn to your specific 
garment/cap, etc (shown right). Additionally, we have a club logo decal for the 
inside of your window(s) that peels off and is transferable to any car. These 
are available immediately. 

Name Tags    $16.00 ea.   (Contact Ron to order)
Longhorn Logo patches  $4.00 ea
Longhorn Logo decals  $2.50 ea

Goody Store Products

Caps: 
With Texas flag across half the bill ($15.00 ea)
Putty, Maroon , & Navy Blue 
With Longhorn Region Logo on them ($11.00 ea)
Blue with White stripes   Pink with White stripes
Black with Red stripes   Black with white stripes
Putty with Black stripes   Khaki, plain
Red, plain 

Contact Ron McAtee at 210-654-6639 or e-mail rmcatee@satx.rr.com

9

Corporate Apparel & Promotional Products

Mac Ellsworth
Vice President - Sales

Mac@SafeguardSanAntonio.com
Phone: 210.256.1501
Fax: 210.256.0377

2519 Boardwalk, Bldg. C
San Antonio, TX 78217

www.SafeguardSanAntonio.com

Officical Supplier of the Longhorn Porsche Club of America

Corporate Apparel
Screen Printed T-Shirts
Ad Specialty Products

Drinkware
Pins & Coins

Koozies
Labels & Tags

Business Cards
Pens

& More...
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Membership Report
As of July 26, 2014

Primary members     355  
Affilliate/Family members   198 
           Total:   553 

Batten, Arthur   2000 Green Boxster
Contreras, Tony   1995 Midnight Blue 993
Durand, William   2005 Arctic Silver 911 Carrera Coupe
Fink, Brian    1995 Guards Red 993
Fisher, Andrew   1986 White 944 Coupe
Fretthold, Timothy   2012 911 Carrera
Hall, William    2006 Seal Grey 911 Cabriolet
Matthews, Rick   2011 Meteor Grey 911 Turbo S Cabriolet
Orashan, Thomas   2003 Blue Carrera Coupe
Parker, Robert   2009 Marine Blue Metallic Cayenne GTS 
Parkinson, Dan   2007 Atlas Grey Metalic 987 BoxsterS
Parsons, Gary & Linda  2007 Cayman
Paulson, Stephen   2013 911 Carrera
Pena, Anthony   2004 Silver 911 Turbo Coupe
Rayburn, Tracy   2007 Red Cayman
Scurka, Paul     2014 Black Cayman S
Simonite, Richard   2011 White Cayman
Sweeney, William   1991 Black 911 Carrera
Whalen, Matthew   2000 Silver 911 Cabriolet

New Members

Ron McAtee, Membership Chairman

Welcome to the Longhorn Region PCA
PCA Anniversaries

45 years
Don Elliott  8-69

 40 years
Ron Bossard  8-74

Boxleyan, Robert  (Potomoc Region)  1990 White 964 C2 
PCA Transfers

10 years
Skip Duplissey  7-04

5 years
Brian Gegel  7-09

Jonathan Egly  8-09
Tom Guajardo  8-09

15 years
Ken Krueger  7-99
Pat Krueger  7-99

Karen Minjares  8-99
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Insurance, Investments, Wealth Management

431 Wolfe Road, Suite 200 - San Antonio, TX  78216
Office (210) 342-2900 - Fax (210) 342-2906

robert@retirementsolutions.ws - www.retirementsolutions.ws

Call Us Today At (210) 342-2900
We Are The Right Fit For Your Retirement Needs.

through INVEST Financial Corporation, a federally registered investment adviser, member FINRA, SIPC, and affiliated insurance agencies.
67529

Retirement 
Solutions

• Retirement Income Planning
• Estate Analysis & Strategies
• Financial Analysis
• Asset Management Programs
• IRAs & Rollovers
• Mutual Funds
• Annuities
• Life & Long-Term Care Insurance

Don’t Be Puzzled About Your Retirement

Robert C. Cadena, Jr.
CFS, CLTC, MSFS
President & CEO

Robert C. Cadena, Jr. is a registered representative of and offer securities, financial planning and investment advisory services 

Insurance, Investments, Wealth Management

431 Wolfe Road, Suite 200 - San Antonio, TX  78216
Office (210) 342-2900 - Fax (210) 342-2906

robert@retirementsolutions.ws - www.retirementsolutions.ws

Call Us Today At (210) 342-2900
We Are The Right Fit For Your Retirement Needs.

through INVEST Financial Corporation, a federally registered investment adviser, member FINRA, SIPC, and affiliated insurance agencies.
67529

Retirement 
Solutions

• Retirement Income Planning
• Estate Analysis & Strategies
• Financial Analysis
• Asset Management Programs
• IRAs & Rollovers
• Mutual Funds
• Annuities
• Life & Long-Term Care Insurance

Don’t Be Puzzled About Your Retirement

Robert C. Cadena, Jr.
CFS, CLTC, MSFS
President & CEO

Robert C. Cadena, Jr. is a registered representative of and offer securities, financial planning and investment advisory services 
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Cruise to 100,000 miles

Jo and I purchased our Targa with 15,000 plus miles when it 
was four and a half years old for the purpose of driving cross 

country and seeing the USA..  This past June we took off on a 
5,000 mile trip to visit a few old fiends and discover some new 
ones.  Our first destination was Ruidosa, NM which was our 
first destination on the way home from purchasing the car in 
California.  One of our favorite places in Ruidosa is The Inn of 
the Mountain Gods which is a hotel/casino/restaurant/resort 
developed and operated by the Mescalero Apache Tribe.

From there we took a leisurely drive to the northwest corner 
of New Mexico to Farmington so that we would be close 
to Mesa verde National Park the next morning.  While in 
Farmington we managed to attend the local live performance 
of “Foot Loose” at an outdoor amphitheater  which we had 
attended twenty years before.  They had paved the drive in 
and that was a vast improvement.  The next morning we 
crossed into Colorado and drove to Mesa verde.  After a visit 
to the visitor Information Center we entered the park and 
had an interesting drive up the twisting road to the top of the 
mesa and got to view many of the ruins built into the side of 
sheer cliff sides.  The scenery was absolutely beautiful.

After spending the night in the quaint town of Monticello, 
UT, we were off the next morning to Moab and Arches 
National Park.  Great planning but wrong day because it was 
a Saturday and half of the senior citizen bus tours were also at 
Arches.  That coupled with the fact that several of the more 
spectacular arches are not readily accessible to us old folks 
caused us to beat a rapid retreat back to Moab for lunch and 
then on to Salt Lake City.

Downtown SLC is totally dead on an early Sunday morning but 
we managed to encounter some helpful natives who directed 
us to a place for breakfast which was very near the church we 
planned to attend.  On the way back toward Temple Square 
we met one of the people who had aided us and she explained 
that there was a Peregrine Falcon nest on a ledge of one of the 
downtown office buildings and everyone was waiting to see 
the last young falcon take flight.  her knowledge of her city 
was fantastic and we received a thorough indoctrination of 
the uniqueness of the capitol of Utah.  Suddenly all around us 
were active because the young falcon had taken flight across 
the street to another ledge.  On down the street we entered 
Temple Square and went again to the visitor’s center.  Two 
young ladies, one from the US and one from Finland,  who 
were performing their mission gave us a very thorough tour 
of the facility and explained the model of the Tabernacle on 

[ By :  J a M e s B a sey ] 

Cruise to 
100,000 miles
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Cruise to 100,000 miles
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display.

The next morning we were off early for Reno.  As we were 
driving past the Great Salt Lake, I noticed that the odometer 
was rolling past 100,000 miles of faithful service.  Later that 
morning we stopped and took pictures at the Bonnevile 
Saltflats Speedway and then went across the border into 
Nevada to visit West Wendover.   The rest of the drive across 
Nevada to Reno is dull and boring!  Unfortunately downtown 
Reno is dying and so it is the same category.  That was not the 
case ten years ago when we were last there.

Tuesday morning we were off to see old army friends in 
Bend, Oregon with a stop at Crater Lake NP.  That drive was 
beautiful except for the 55MPh speed limit in Oregon  which 
all the locals ignore so I was glad to let them pass me so I could 
try to look innocuous as I sailed along behind them.  Our 
friends took us around Bend and showed us all the various 
state and national parks in the area as well as the lakes and 
mountains.

Thursday morning we left for a sedate drive up the Oregon 
Coast to Astoria.  The drive was beautiful and definitely a 
Porsche road but the pre-holiday weekend traffic managed 
to regulate traffic without any need of the constabulary. 
Astoria was to be our tun around point and the next morning 
we started following the Columbia River east as Lewis and 
Clark had done on their trip.  Truly a gorgeous ride which 
culminated in Boise, ID.

Next morning we were off to see Grand Teton National 
Park which we had missed a few years ago when we took the 
Porsche to Yellowstone.  My personal is that Yellowstone is 
more varied,  more populated by native animals, and more 
scenic.  From Grand Teton we headed to our overnight in 
the Town of Landers, WY,  which was having their special 
parishioners4th of July weekend in conjunction with a street 
festival on the main drag through town and several class 
reunions of the local high school.  Lots of friendly people who 
definitely were in a party mood.

Sunday morning we found a church in a small Wyoming 
town and one of the parishioners noticed the license plates 
and asked where we were from.  I said San Antonio area and 
he said he had worked several years in Sugarland,  so I said, 
“Well then you know where New Braunfels is.”  he definitely 
did.  Then on to Denver to have dinner with an old college 
roommate and his family.  Next morning we cheered as we 
reentered Texas and spent the night at one of our favorite 
places, Canyon, TX.  Tuesday morning we drove home and 
had put almost 4,000 more miles on since The Great Salt 
Lake.  It only took about two hours to get all the bugs off the 
front of the car.

Left page, from top: Jim & jo Outside Bend, View of 
Washingtopn State across the Columbia, At the Inn of the 

Mountain Gods, Crater Lake. 
Right Page, from top: Jo and the Targa at the Bonneville Salt 

Flats, Grand Teton National Park, Ruins at Mesa Verde, 
Mormon Tabernacle

LH
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My first dealings with a Porsche Service Meister in 
Germany was interesting, unique, comical and 

embarrassing - all at the same time!

I was assigned in Bad Cannstatt, Germany (a suburb of 
Stuttgart) as a young Captain/Major in the US Army and 
decided in 1977 to buy the new Porsche 924. You would 
think that it would be an easy process to buy a car from a 
manufacturer headquartered less than 5 miles away and 
produced in Neckarcsulm, just up the autobahn and less 
than an hour away – 30 minutes by Porsche! Unfortunately, 
it wasn’t, to say the least.

As I was residing in Germany, I was subject to the vAT, 
a tax that is placed on all goods and, to the best of my 
recollection, was about 17% at that time. In order to 
avoid the tax, I purchased my Porsche from a Canadian 
vendor at the Canadian Military exchange near the French 
boarder, who went through a broker in the Jersey Isles off 
the coast of england, who then went to a Porsche dealer 
in California who then placed my order for one Porsche 
924 to be delivered in Salzburg, Austria, under the tourist 
delivery program. It seems that I was not eligible for the 
tourist program in Germany since I was living there and 
therefore had to take delivery it in another country – 
Salzburg was the closest non German dealer to me and 
being familiar with the city, my choice for delivery. 

Once my order was placed, Porsche was most understanding 
of the bureaucracy I was going through and allowed me to 
work with them directly - even permitting me to watch 
part of the build process as they were assembling my very 
car in Neckarsulm.  Additionally, they even arranged for 
an “engineer” from Porsche to drive my car through the 
“break-in” from Neckarsulm to Salzburg for a sum of less 
than $100, rather than being trucked there.

Well, I digress from the subject of my article, but suffice to 
say that the delivery of my 924 and my return to Stuttgart 
was uneventful and very pleasurable, speeding down the 
autobahn. (I might want to add here that my wife as a 
passenger often said the Rosary while I was speeding down 
the autobahn. I thought this to be quite remarkable and a 
bit odd as she wasn’t even Catholic!)

My new Porsche was perfect until I had a problem with 
the seat belt light,  i.e., the warning light did not go on as 

The Porsche Service Meister
...My Experience

My Expereicne with a Porsche Service Meister

a reminder to buckle the seat belt. And here begins my first 
experience with a Porsche German Service Meister:

As there was a Porsche Dealer less than a mile from me in Bad 
Cannstatt, I decided to take it there as opposed to Porsche, 
Zuffenhausen, 4.6 miles away – a poor decision, as it turns 
out, but one that has left a lasting impression and still brings a 
smile to my face every time I think about it!

When I arrived at the dealership on Monday, the Service 
Meister was extremely nice and assured me that they could 
work on US specification Porsche cars. I explained the issue 
with the warning light and he said, “kein problem”, and that the 
car would be ready the next day. 

Tuesday: I returned in the afternoon to get my car and the 
Service Meister greeted me enthusiastically, had my car 
brought out, and showed me that the light was now working. 
That was good news but now the buzzer that also sounded as 
a reminder to buckle the seatbelts was now no longer working. 
After explaining the new issue to the Meister, who seemed a 
little puzzled, as the German spec cars had no such warning 
buzzers or lights. he assured me his mechanics would correct 
the buzzer reminder problem and it would be ready the next 
day.

Wednesday: I returned for my car and once again the Service 
Meister greeted me but with a little less enthusiasm this time, 
had my car brought out, and proudly showed me that both 
buzzer and light were now working. Great, I thought, until 
the Service Meister got out of the car with the keys still in the 
ignition and I realized that the buzzer to warn you that the keys 
had been left in the ignition did not sound as designed. With 
great reluctance, I explained to him the new issue while he 
slowly shook his head side to side. he said he would personally 
look at the American specs and wiring diagrams and ensure 
the mechanics perform the proper “fix” for the warning lights 
and buzzers. Once again I was told to return the next day. 

Thursday: Returning to the Porsche Dealer, I’m saying to myself, 
“third time has got to be a charm”.  On this occasion, there 
is no enthusiastic greeting by the Service Meister or even a 
pretense of such. Without any greeting, the Meister personally 
brings out my car, stays behind the wheel and professorially 
demonstrates to me that all the buzzers and lights are now 
working according to American specifications. he returns the 
key to the ignition and “voila” the seatbelt warning light and 

[ By:  J i M v i n c i ] 
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buzzer both go on until he buckles the seatbelt. he then gets 
out of the car, leaving the keys in the ignition and the buzzer, 
warning you that the keys were left in the ignition, also 
sounds as designed. A great excitement rushes over me that 
this would be the last time I would have to face the Service 
Meister. The Meister, now staring at me very sternly says, 
“All is fixed, auf wiedersehen! ” 

Well, I got into my car thinking, I had dodged the bullet and 
began driving away but without fastening my seatbelt. After 
a couple of minutes, I realized that something was still wrong 
and thought, “Self, the seatbelt light is still on and now the 
buzzer is on as well and driving me crazy”. The American 
spec Porsche in 1978 was designed for the warning light 
and buzzer to go off after a short time if you decided not 
to make use of the seatbelt. I immediately turned around 
and apprehensively returned to the Dealership where I fully 
expected the Service Meister would surely be there to greet 
me with his loaded WW II luger pistol. I was sure that I 
would not dodge the bullet this time! When I arrived the 
Meister was still outside, but sans gun. (Thank goodness that 
the Germans have very strict handgun laws.) “vas ist los?”, 
he sternly shouts. I explained the new issue that the warning 
devices no longer going off and he began to violently shake 
his head from side to side.

In his long neatly pressed service coat (much like our 
doctors wear but only in blue), he now begins his lecture to 
me with his finger waiving in precise synchronization with 
his shaking head . “Let me see if I have this correct: People in 
America need to have a warning light to remind them that 
they should use their seatbelts even though everyone knows 
that this is the approved and “common sense” thing to do”. 
Before I could even get a “yes” from my lips, he continues, 
“and if for some reason the light does not get your attention 
then a buzzer goes off as an additional reminder”. This time 
anticipating his continued tirade, I quickly blurted out with LH

a smile, “yes”. he quickly resumes without missing a beat, 
“Why do people in America also need a buzzer to remind 
them they need to take the keys out of the ignition – don’t 
they understand that if they don’t remove their keys, someone 
will steal their nice Porsche”, which really wasn’t meant to be 
a question but an additional “add-on” chapter to his lecture 
that I was receiving on the part of all American drivers. By 
this time, I was politely chuckling but embarrassingly could 
not hold it back any longer and began to loudly laugh when 
he continued with, “then if you Americans, after all these 
warnings choose to ignore them, even though you should 
not, the warnings should the then go off!” By now, I’m not 
able to keep any resemblance of composure and barely could 
get the words out while hysterically laughing and responded, 
“I believe you got it!”. The Service Meister mumbles while still 
shaking his head and now rolling his eyes, “Americans……. 
come back tomorrow for your car!” he also was mumbling in 
German but I did not understand – I’m guessing something 
like, 
“how in the hell did you Americans win the War anyway?”

Friday: Returned to the Dealership, again, to retrieve my car 
and saw the Service Meister quickly retreat to the back when 
he saw me coming. his assistant politely greeted me and had 
the car brought from the garage area. After checking over 
all the warning devices, I found them to be in good working 
order. “Alles ist gut” I said and  quickly got on my way, never 
to return as I didn’t think I could ever again face the Service 
Meister. So much for the difference in thinking and attitudes 
between American and German drivers. 

The car is still in our family and is in good hands with my 
Daughter and son-in-law in houston with all warning lights 
and buzzers working in good order!

PS. Pictures of the car in 1978 with my daughter then in Bad 
Cannstatt, Germany and more recently with her and me in 
houston are above.
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1979 Porsche 930 Turbo

In April of this year I was fortunate enough to realize 
a childhood dream:  I purchased a 1979 Porsche 

930 Turbo!  The car belonged to a good friend of 
mine in New Braunfels.  he was the third owner of 
the car and purchased it in 1987 from a dealership in 
San Antonio.  The car began its life in CA after the 
first owner purchased it brand new from a Porsche 
dealership in Woodland hills, CA.  The original 
owner paid a $14,500 premium over MSRP to be one 
of the last customers to purchase Porsche’s offering 
of a Turbo in the U.S. in 1979.  As many readers may 
know, 1979 was the last 930 Turbo model year Porsche 
imported into the U.S. until 1986.  I tracked down 
the original purchaser and he told me the story about 
how he heard news on the radio that Porsche was 
unwilling to meet ever-increasing ePA regulations 
and had decided to end Turbo importations after the 
1979 model.  he immediately drove to the nearest 
Porsche dealer and bought the last one they had in 
the showroom.   he remembered with vivid detail 
the extra premium they extracted from him to be one 
of the fortunate ones to purchase a final Turbo.   he 
owned the car until 1986 when he sold it to a local 
friend.  The 2nd owner only kept it for a year before 
he moved on to his next Porsche.  The car somehow 
made its way to TX where my buddy bought it in 1987 
and held it until he sold it to me this year.

I was just a young kid when the Turbo came out, but 
I remember with fondness seeing a couple of them 
around town and dreaming of how cool it would 
be to own one.  I currently own a 2008 Carerra S I 
bought new in 2009, and it has been a fantastic car.  
But, when I set eyes on that iconic 930 Turbo, I knew 
I had to have it.  It’s the design I remember as a kid 

and because it sparks such nostalgia, I wanted to 
have one in the garage.  The Turbo only has 51,700 
on the odometer, and although in decent shape, it 
certainly has seen better days.  My friend really had 
a difficult time parting with it, but based on earlier 
conversations we had about my plans to restore it, he 
finally decided to let it go.

My plan from day one has been to restore it to its 
former glory.  I spent a couple months checking on 
several Porsche restoration facilities and trolling the 
various Porsche forums.  I ultimately decided on 
Monteith Restoration and Performance in Lebanon, 
PA.  The owner, Wes Monteith, and I had several 
positive phone conversations and e-mail exchanges.  
he had recently completed a driver restoration on 
a 1976 Turbo and the outcome was phenomenal.  I 
shipped the car to him the first of May and then flew 
to his facility a couple weeks later to work out the 
details and finalize the restoration arrangement.  We 
decided on a complete, frame-off restoration to return 
the car to as original a condition as possible with the 
exception of keeping a few modifications made by 
the original owner.  Those modifications included 
a RUF 5-speed gearbox instead of the standard 
Porsche 4-speed; SC cams; larger Porsche S4 brakes; 
and, an upgraded KKK Turbo.  Wes indicated these 
modifications were great upgrades to the car and 
since I didn’t have the original parts, it didn’t make 
sense to change out the modifications.  In addition, 
Wes is going to upgrade the A/C and install a Billy 
Boat exhaust system since the original exhaust is 
worn out.   The restoration is expected to take 13 
months so I look forward to getting my “New” Turbo 
back in the summer of 2015.

Tim Warner’s 

1979 Porsche 

930 Turbo

LH
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Open Thursday- Sunday for Dinner 
Saturdays and Sundays for lunch

On-site and Off-site catering available.

On the grounds of Tejas Rodeo Company 
 O st Road  u erde  Te as 

www.tejassteakhouse.com

On

Hwy 1604

Specht Road

Borgfeld Rd

TEJAS 
STEAKHOUSE & SALOON

401 OBST RD.
830-980-2205

TEJAS RODEO
401 OBST RD.
830-980-2226

There are steakhouses...
and then there’s

 oca y owned steakhouse ser ng great steaks  seafood  
de c ous homemade s des  desserts  and more.

Cooked the Te as way.

d t kh

www.TejasSteakhouse.com
STEAKHOUSE & SALOON

s seen on ra o’s
Top Chef Te as
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     First, you get more horsepower, 330 
hp in the Boxster GTS and 340 hp in 
the Cayman GTS.  An optional special 
color, Carmine Red, is available at a 
very special price.  I find it strange that 
they didn’t offer a unique color like 
they did for the Cayman R (Peridot 
Metallic was a no cost option). The 
interior has some nice upgrades with 
Alcantara seat inserts, special stitching 
and Carbon Fiber trim levels.  All of 
these changes keep things in a nice 
pecking order, 911 Carrera has 10 more 
horses than the Cayman which has 10 
more horses than the Boxster.  I’m 
sorry but why don’t they just forget the 
marketing hype and give everything 
the same power output?  After all, it’s 
the same 3.4 liter motor.  Seems to me 
they could save a lot of money by using 
the same software instead of trying 
to differentiate between models.  My 
theory is Porsche buyers fall into one 
category or the other.  either you want 
to buy a Boxster/Cayman variant or 

The “new” Cayman & Boxster GTS

you want to buy a 911 Carrera.  Porsche 
should know this by now. 
    Anyway, back to the GTS models.  The 
increased power gets you from zero 
to 60 in just 4.7 seconds (4.6 seconds 
if you opt for the PDK).  That is two-
tenths quicker than the comparable 
S-model Boxster.  The real news here is 
you can still get a manual transmission 
in the GTS models.  You better hurry 
because you may not have that option 
much longer.  There’s some special 
front end treatment that distinguish 
the GTS models.  According to some, 
it gives the car an “angry look” but 
you could probably just say it’s a more 
purposeful look.  There’s a GTS “black 
package” that paints these special 
fascia treatment parts gloss black and 
looks great in the pictures (have yet 
to see it in person).  Like all Porsches, 
there’s a plethora of options to custom 
order the car exactly like you want it.  
You can easily run up the sticker shock 
to over $100,000.  every time I log on 

to the Porsche car configurator and 
design a Cayman GTS I’m in excess 
of $100,000.  Which brings me to my 
final point. 
    The rumor mill expects a follow 
on to the GTS models.  I was talking 
to a Porsche sales manager the other 
day and he said he expects a 981 
Boxster Spyder model.  I hope not!  
But I’m really looking forward to the 
purported “Cayman GT4.”  This model 
would likely have between 375hp and 
450hp (someone else’s estimates, not 
mine).  The price undoubtedly would 
be north of $100,000.  That would 
be Ok with me because we’d finally 
get some real respect for the 987/981 
series with a street capable but track 
purpose Cayman.  This model has the 
potential to be what everyone wanted 
the Cayman R to be.  Anyway, great 
time to go shopping for a new Porsche 
with all of the options available from a 
2.7 liter Boxster/Cayman to the “top of 
the line” GTS models.

Well, finally!  It’s about time the Cayman and Boxster got a little respect from Porsche 
land.  Please note the emphasis on “little.”  The introduction of the GTS version of the 

Cayman and Boxster bodes well for future and higher-performance variants of these models.  
Of course, we’ll never know until the day we actually see Porsche introduce them but at least 
the trend is in the right direction.  So, what do you get for your $70,000 plus purchase of a 
Boxster or Cayman GTS?

LH



State of the Club
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From time to time I sit back, not often enough, 
relax and look at where Longhorn Region PCA 

has evolved in the last several years.  The evolution 
has been good, by the way. We have almost doubled 
in size, doing more events, have more advertisers 
and, because of the hard work of Steve Farnham 
and holly Sanders, have a full color newsletter to 
be proud of. I also want to complement the hard 
“behinds the scenes” work Steve Greentree does to 
provide us with a first class website. In fact we, all 
our members, should be proud of your/our club.  
We are now and have been autocrossing for the last 
several years after a decade or more of not enjoying 
this activity. Track days, another new activity for 
Longhorn Region has become very popular. Drives 
remain well attended and meeting attendance has 
grown slightly.

I spoke of the newsletter, five years ago it was a 
reduced size black and white pamphlet, but through 
the hard work of Steve and holly it is now full size 
and full color documents the current activities of 
our region. 

Looking at the big picture we have gone from being 
a sleepy little region to one recognized throughout 
PCA. Just look at the number of your fellow 
members that are now going to Parade and bringing 
home awards in every event offered. That was not 
the case as little as five years ago. Its just another 
example of getting your feet wet at something new 
and quickly finding you not only enjoy it but are 
successful and entice others to join you.

You would think I would be happy and satisfied 
with what has transpired, and to a degree I am. The 
thing that does bother me however is that with our 
growth, increased and more varied activities the 
participation rate is still low.  Approximately, 5-8 
percent of our members are active in any activity. It 
is also basically the same 5-8 % that you repeatedly 
see at events. The question therefore must be 
asked, what are we either doing and or not doing 

that is causing the 92 plus percent of our registered 
members to not get involved. I don’t know the 
answer but my research and discussions with other 
regions and PCA headquarters staff indicates that 
we are right at the norm as most regions only have 
about 5-8% of their membership active. 

I think we can do better, so if you read this and are 
part of the “non-active” membership I would ask 
that you try us out. If you have tried an event or 
two, and find them not holding your interest, let 
me know what activities you would like to see. If 
the interest is there we can “make it happen!” 

As I have said before this is not my club nor 
the boards club but all of ours and as such their 
should be activities and events that attract a larger 
percentage of our membership.  The challenge is 
thrown, we have made great strides together and 
I truly feel the best for Longhorn Region PCA is 
yet to come. So let’s “ make it happen”. Let’s set a 
short-term goal to increase active membership 
participation well above 10% this year.  Thanks and 
have a great summer.

We are doing good, but can do better
[ By:  J ac k  M e r r i l l ,  lo n g h o r n  r eg i o n Pr e si d e n t ] 

Pictured above is Jack Merrill and Hans Peter Porsche, taken on 
the grid of the autocross at Parade. Jack is the grid chairman for 

parade and thus dressed in bright colors to be seen.  Hans Peter is 
a great gentleman and truly enjoys coming to and participating in 

Parade activities each and every year. 
Photo credit: John Novotnak 
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Harris Hill Road is proud to support the
Longhorn Region PCA

HarrisHillRoad.com
     210-807-4570 HIT THE ROAD.

20

here’s a few photos of me working with 
the Qatari Military police and their service 

vehicles.  Interesting use of Porsches to block 
traffic for our convoy.  I’m looking forward to 
getting back to the US and, of course, the hill 

Country soon!  

Best Regards, 
Lt Col edward “Ted” Cassin

Commander, 379 expeditionary Medical Support 
Squadron

Al Udeid Air Base Qatar
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Porsche 356 Dipstick

I recently purchased an oil dipstick with temperature 
gauge  for my 1964, 356 C (see side photo).  The 

question now was, “What to do with the original oil 
dip stick”? I could leave it in my garage where it would 
either get lost or I would forget where I placed it. My 
wife reminds me of that every day!

I soon came to the decision that it should be kept in the 
car – but where to put it so it would not get damaged, 
posed another question.  After no response from “Ask 
heloise”, I came up with the perfect solution, i.e., using 
a plastic straw, I inserted the dipstick and stowed it in 
the foot well pocket. A stroke of genius, at least that’s 
what I thought until I brought my car to Jones  Autow-
erks in San Antonio, Texas.

The Jones, Bob and his father Bill have always taken 
care of my Porsches and have provided tender loving 
care to my 356 since I have owned it (I am the 2nd 
owner) as well as for the original owner, General Jack 
Charles.  Along with the care they provide they also 
never hesitate providing me advice which at times feels 
like a “Military Counseling Session” or a lecture by the 
Porsche Service Meister in Stuttgart , which I had re-
ceived several times when stationed there. 

Well back to when I brought my car to Jones. While 
waiting there for my 356 to be serviced,  Bob Jones 
in the tone of a Gunny Sergeant said, “Where is your 
original dip stick?”  Before I answered, I thought oh, 
oh, here it comes, another lecture – he doesn’t like my 
oil dipstick temperature gauge in place of the original 
dipstick! I told him I had it and I went inside the car 
and presented it to him. I expected him to extract the 
aftermarket temperature dipstick, dispose of it in the 
greasy trash barrel where it would be relegated to bro-
ken or otherwise useless parts in his view.

To my amazement, that did not happen.  Instead he 
took the original oil dipstick and placed it in a slot in 
the bracket on the fan shroud that holds the oil can-
ister. viola, it fit perfect!  (See 2 side photos)  What a 
relief, not only was I not going to get counseled but I 
was about to learn one of those singular rare tidbits 
about Porsche.

I had often noticed the notch on the fan shroud brack-
et but never gave it a second thought as I thought the 
notch was nothing more than the way the metal oil 

[ By:  J a M e s v i n c i ]

Porsche  356  Oil  Dipstick
canister brace was pressed during the manufacturing 
process.  But no, it had a purpose!

You see, Bob had done an internship at the Porsche Fac-
tory years ago and he said that when they were manu-
facturing  and working on the cars/engines the dipstick 
was placed in the shroud slot until oil was placed in the 
engine.  Who would have ever “thunk” it.  I have always 
been amazed at the knowledge and talent of Bob and 
Bill and their genius in the repair and restoration of 
Porsches but this really took the cake! 

Well now, not only have I picked up some unique 
knowledge held by a very few, until this article is pub-
lished of course, I now have a place to stow my original 
oil dipstick.

Alles gut!

Acknowledgements and thanks to:
Bob Jones
Bill Jones

Kathy & all the great people at Jones Autowerks
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